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Wanted  
Boxes in Foyer  

A Christmas Eve Service 
of  

     Carols, Communion and  

                         Candlelight.  

             JOIN  US AT 5:30 P.M . ON THE  24 TH  

Service Times Changed for  

Christmas Day  

Brief Worship and Communion  

At 10:00  
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Members With  Health Concerns ñ 

Marceline Lively  

Margaret Smolka 

Alan and Jo Ann Wright 

J. C. Ledbetter  

Hazel Gregory 

Jerry Graham 

Friends and Family With Health Concernsñ 

Daveõs coworker and Brother 

Bubba Millerõs Mother 

Carolyn Black 

Duane Auten,  Jodieõs Dad 

In Joyñ 

The Holiday Season focused on the Birth of Christ 

Upcoming Scripture Lessons 

Sunday December 18 ñ Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;  

Luke 1:26-38; Romans 16:25-27. 

Sunday December 25 ñ  Psalm 96; Isaiah 9:2-7;  

Luke 2:1-20; Titus 2:11-14. 

The Halls are Decked 

And the Bells are Ringing 

Advent Continues through December 18. 

Christmas Eve Service 5:30 December 24. 

Christmas Day Include Worship as the focus of your celebration. 

Itõs the reason for the season! 

Thanks to All 

For making 

Mikeõs Kids another big success 
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 Do You Hear What I Hear? 

 The air is full of Christmas Music these days. Take a walk in the mall, or stop into a store on the way 

home, get a cup of coffee or dine in a fine restaurant, the music is a constant reminder that this season is some-

thing special. I donôt know about you, but I tend to focus on the lyrics.  I love the melodies, but it is the words 

that usually create an emotional response within us.  There are songs that bring joy, and songs that bring sadness.  

Some songs just make us laugh, and some cause our eyes to well up with tears as we are drawn close to another 

day; another time.  

 This past week I was preparing a message for the third Sunday in Advent.  It is a hard message to hear, as 

we reflect on John the Baptist calling for repentance in preparation for the coming of the Christ. I have to confess 

here that every time I read a Scripture, it is new.  Depending on where I am emotionally, spiritually, profession-

ally, and my position in a myriad of other factors, I see the same words with different meaning.  As I was working 

on this message, about John, the radio was softly playing in the background, ñDo you hear what I hear?ò That 

phrase, that I had heard a thousand times, meant something different this time.  I know that If we hear drums, we 

hear drums. But when someone is speaking, when we listen to the words, we donôt hear the same thing. And, per-

haps even when we hear drums, you might hear part of the beat differently than I do. We are all a product of our 

accumulated life experiences, and no two of us have the same ones. 

 John the Baptist was calling people to repent and prepare themselves for the coming of Christ. What 

those people heard two thousand years ago and what we hear today are two entirely different sounds.  I look 

around our society, and I donôt see any tax collectors abusing their powers, or soldiers abusing theirs. In fact most 

of the people I see, are trying their best to live the best life they can.  Most would give their second coat to some-

one who is cold, as John suggested.  Most would never knowingly cheat or steal or do anything else that is violent 

or criminal.  The brood of vipers in the story of John the Baptist just doesnôt exist here. So, what do we hear? 

 Johnôs voice, like all of the voices in the Bible, still calls out to us. We may not be a brood of vipers, but 

we still need to hear the message. What were specific examples that fit in the gospel story, in time and place, can 

be replaced today with different examples. Perhaps you would never cheat your neighbor, but would you fudge 

on an insurance claim or your tax return?  Perhaps you would not abuse your power as an officer of the Roman 

Empire, but would you be a little harsher on an employee, because you just donôt like them.  Perhaps there is 

something in your life that is an addiction that actually becomes self abuse.  Perhaps you are less tolerant of 

someone who has a different color of skin, or speaks a different language.  Johnôs voice calls to you in the wilder-

ness of your world, ñchange.ò  

 But, the voice you hear is unique to you, as it is with any voice. No wonder we have so many religions in 

the world.  And no wonder we have so many varieties of Christianity even in our own town. We are drawn to 

places where the voices make the most sense.  How amazing it is that God has been able to reach out in ways that 

are meaningful to us in our uniqueness.  What Good News it is, that God cares enough about you and me that he 

continues to call to us.  Perhaps this season you will hear His call with a renewed spirit.  Perhaps hearing the 

voice of John one more time will create in you a desire to change something about yourself, just because you 

heard it differently.  And, perhaps as we move into the final week of Advent you will hear the story of the birth of 

Christ differently. Perhaps the childlike mystique of the story will be replaced by the reality that God is calling 

you into a relationship that is new and exciting.  Do you hear what I hear? I hope not. Listen, and hear for your-

self that unique voice, that only you can  hear.  Blessings, Hal      
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Do we know when   Your  

Birthday is? 
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Christmas Eve Service 5:30 Dec 24th 
Christmas Day Service at 10:00 am. 

 
Short Board Meeting this Sunday 


